Road&Track, Feb.1974, Pg.92

About the

Sport 

by Mike Knepper
DONOHUE WINS-

AND RETIRES
It's a bittersweet moment for motor racing
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   When last we left you Mark Donohue had won another Can-Am, this time at Edmonton, and although the odds were slim to none George Follmer had a chance at the title if he could win Laguna Seca and the season finale at Riverside. Forget all that. Donohue won both of them, clinching the Championship at Laguna. And he announced his retirement at Riverside. His total domination of the season - after a slow start with problems at Mosport and Road Atlanta - was a testament to his extraordinary skill as an engineer, car developer and driver. He won the last six races, setting new qualifying records each time out. Everything that had gone before - Indy, Trans-Am, USRRC, all of it - was simply preparation for this final season. That beautiful, gaudy, immaculate, invincible Porsche 917-30 was the ultimate effort of Donohue the engineer-developer, the 1973 Can-Am the consummation of a great driving career. We may well have been privileged this season to witness the ultimate man-machine combination in the history of the sport.

   A retirement announcement is a bittersweet moment. I was in the Riverside press room in 1970 when Dan Gurney did it and again three years later when Mark, surrounded by a crush of reporters and staring down into a half-dozen tape-recorder microphones, made his announcement. "I'm 37 years old" he told us, "and not getting any younger. And I don't think I'm getting any better. It's time to quit." He couldn't quit with Formula 1 his obvious next step, could he? We all knew he could be World Champion. But then, quitting now meant no chance of losing him. He was great. Almost perfect. But not immortal. Bittersweet.

   Mark Donohue now becomes President and General Manager of Penske Racing Inc., so his incredible skills are not lost to the sport. He will drive one more time, in the International Race of Champions final at Daytona in February. His performance there, win or lose, will not make much difference. He and the Porsche 917-30 said it all at Riverside

